
MASTERPIECE Premieres its 40th Season with 

Downton Abbey
Created by osCar-winning writer Julian Fellowes

sundays, January 9 through January 30, 2011 on Pbs
   

MasterPieCe, the longest-running, most-honored drama series on primetime 
television, takes a bow and blows out 40 candles in January 2011 as it celebrates a milestone 
anniversary on Pbs. Featuring the best of british actors, from helen Mirren, Judi dench and 
Kenneth branagh to Keira Knightley, daniel radcliffe and Carey Mulligan, the series has won 
51 Primetime emmys, 17 Peabody awards, and 31 baFtas, while airing some 2,000 hours of 
programming.

Continuing this illustrious tradition, the 40th season premieres with a quintessentially 
MasterPieCe production, Downton Abbey, an edwardian spellbinder created by 
oscar-winning writer Julian Fellowes (Gosford Park) and airing in four 90-minute episodes on 
sundays, January 9 through January 30, 2011, at 9pm et on Pbs (check local listings).

starring hugh bonneville (Notting Hill), Maggie smith (Harry Potter), elizabeth Mcgovern 
(A Room with a View), dan stevens (Sense & Sensibility) and a country-house full of other great 
actors, the miniseries set audience records during its recent uK broadcast and was hailed as 
“a sumptuous, instantly riveting glimpse of a world—and family—on the verge of profound 
change” by the london Daily Telegraph.

“Downton Abbey is truly a ‘MasterPieCe’ and the perfect program to begin the 
celebration of our 40th season,” says executive Producer rebecca eaton. “it’s a grand story with 
an excellent script, full of memorable characters, played out in a gorgeous setting. that’s the 
MasterPieCe tradition. and for so many of us who have grown up with it, that tradition is 
the drama of our lives.”

the plot of Downton Abbey is straight out of Jane austen, updated to the era that introduced 
electric lights and telephones. it is 1912. the Titanic has just gone down in the north atlantic, 
taking with it the two male heirs to downton abbey, whose current lord grantham has only 
daughters—albeit marriageable ones. his nearest male relative is a handsome lawyer—a 
bachelor—living in Manchester, who soon learns the ropes of managing a sprawling country 
estate, with its army of devoted, sometimes bickering servants, its hunts, garden parties, and 
sexual intrigues.
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in its depiction of the intertwined lives of servants and aristocrats, Downton Abbey recalls one 
of television’s most beloved programs, Upstairs Downstairs, which aired on MasterPieCe 
(then MasterPieCe theatre) in the 1970s. one of the thrills of MasterPieCe’s 
40th season is a new three-part Upstairs Downstairs with a new cast of characters set in the 
same house at 165 eaton Place, taking the story from 1936 to the outbreak of world war ii.

the 40th MasterPieCe Classic season also includes:
Any Human Heart, February 13 through February 27: william boyd adapts his acclaimed 2002 
novel about a man—at various times a writer, lover, prisoner of war, and spy—making his often 
precarious way through the 20th century. Matthew MacFadyen, gillian anderson, hayley 
atwell, Kim Cattrall, and Jim broadbent star. (a Carnival/Channel 4/MasterPieCe 
Co-production).

Upstairs Downstairs, april 10 through 24: an updated version of one of the most-loved and 
most-honored series in television history. the series has a new cast of characters and Jean 
Marsh reprising her emmy-winning role as rose.  the cast also includes the original series 
co-creator dame eileen atkins (Cranford), Keeley hawes (MI-5), ed stoppard, and art Malik 
(The Jewel in the Crown). the script is by emmy-nominee heidi thomas (Cranford). 
(a bbC/MasterPieCe Co-production).

South Riding, May 1 through May 15: anna Maxwell Martin (Bleak House) and david 
Morrissey (Sense & Sensibility) lead the cast in andrew davies‘s (Bleak House, Little Dorrit) 
three-part adaptation of winifred holtby’s moving love story, which provides a panoramic 
portrait of a yorkshire community in the 1930s. (a bbC/MasterPieCe Co-production).

For 40 years, MasterPieCe: the drama of your life. 

Downton Abbey is a Carnival/MasterPieCe Co-production, written and created by Julian 
Fellowes. the directors are brian Percival, ben bolt, and brian Kelly. the series producer is liz 
trubridge. the producer is nigel Marchant. the executive producers are gareth neame, Julian 
Fellowes, and rebecca eaton. the Downton Abbey dVd will be available from Pbs home Video: 
shopPbs.org. http://shoppbs.org.

MasterPieCe on Pbs is presented by wgbh boston. rebecca eaton is executive producer. 
Funding for the series is provided by public television viewers with additional support from 
contributors to the MasterPieCe trust, created to help ensure the series’ future.

pbs.org/masterpiece
online press materials available at pbs.org/pressroom and pressroom.wgbh.org
Downton Abbey will be available to view online at pbs.org/masterpiece.
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