MASTERPIECE, ITV and MAMMOTH SCREEN TEAM UP FOR

TOM JONES

Solly McLeod, Sophie Wilde to Star in Gwyneth Hughes Adaptation
MASTERPIECE, ITV and Mammoth Screen (Victoria, Poldark) are partnering
on a four-part television miniseries to reimagine The History of Tom Jones, A
Foundling based on Henry Fielding’s classic novel. A picaresque story of the
title character’s complicated journey to find real love, Tom Jones has delighted
and scandalized readers since it was originally published in 1749.
Solly McLeod (The Rising) stars as the hero Tom, alongside Sophie Wilde (You
Don’t Know Me) as the heroine Sophia Western.
Written by Gwyneth Hughes (Vanity Fair, Miss Austen Regrets), Tom Jones is
directed by Georgia Parris (Mari) and produced by Benjamin Greenacre.
The Executive Producers are James Gandhi, Gwyneth Hughes, Damien Timmer
and Helen Ziegler for Mammoth Screen, Susanne Simpson and Rebecca Eaton
for MASTERPIECE, and Polly Hill for ITV.
Commented writer and Executive Producer Gwyneth Hughes: “Tom Jones is
the mother of all romcoms and isn't that just what we all need after the last
couple of years of misery? It's a story where the sun barely stops shining, where
love conquers all, and at its warm heart stand a pair of young sweethearts
everyone can root for. Henry Fielding's 18th century novel is sexy and fun; it's
also a dramatic rollercoaster, addressing so many modern concerns around
consent, sexual equality and the pursuit of happiness. Tom and Sophia overcome enormous obstacles before finding their way home and to each other.
This is a classic adaptation with a wise soul and a great big smile on its face.”
Commented Mammoth Screen Executive Producer James Gandhi: “With
Gwyneth Hughes’s masterful scripts, Georgia Parris at the directing helm and
rising stars Solly McLeod and Sophie Wilde leading the cast – we couldn’t be
more excited to bring this joyous 18th-century story of identity and romance to
the screen.”
Commented MASTERPIECE Executive Producer Susanne Simpson: “Tom
Jones is one of the most joyful, big-hearted romances ever written. We’re
delighted to add it to the long list of MASTERPIECE classic adaptations.
Mammoth Screen is the ideal producer to bring together a brilliant
writer, exceptional director and outstanding cast for this ambitious project.”
MASTERPIECE is presented on PBS by GBH Boston.
Commented director Georgia Parris: “This production of Tom Jones is an
escapist romp into the sights, sounds and textures of 18th century England.
It is an intimate story that shows how love and desire drive and confound us all,
both women and men. I can’t wait to get started on telling this classic
story, one of the first ever English novels, and making it resonate with a
modern audience.”
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With funding from Northern Ireland Screen, Tom Jones will film entirely on location in and around
Belfast this autumn.
Richard Williams, Chief Executive of Northern Ireland Screen, said: “We’re delighted to be
working alongside Mammoth Screen, MASTERPIECE and ITV on the latest drama to film in
Northern Ireland. We are sure audiences around the world will enjoy this exciting adaptation of
Henry Fielding’s classic novel.”
Tom Jones is a co-production of Mammoth Screen and MASTERPIECE.
About MASTERPIECE
Winner of 83 Primetime Emmys® and 18 Peabody Awards, MASTERPIECE has been essential
Sunday night viewing for millions of fans since 1971. Susanne Simpson is the executive producer
and Rebecca Eaton is the executive producer-at-large for the series. Funding for MASTERPIECE
is provided by Viking and Raymond James with additional support from public television viewers
and contributors to The MASTERPIECE Trust. Produced for PBS by GBH Boston, MASTERPIECE
is known for hits such as All Creatures Great and Small, Sherlock, Downton Abbey and Victoria, and
beloved classics such as Upstairs Downstairs, Prime Suspect, The Forsyte Saga and Poldark.
About Mammoth Screen
Mammoth Screen is part of ITV Studios. Current shows include THE SERPENT, NOUGHTS AND
CROSSES SERIES 2, WORLD ON FIRE SERIES 2 and GRIME KIDS for the BBC, ENDEAVOUR
SERIES 8, McDONALD AND DODDS SERIES 3 and THE TOWER for ITV and WHY DIDN’T THEY
ASK EVANS? for BritBox.
About Northern Ireland Screen
Northern Ireland Screen is the government-backed lead agency in Northern Ireland for the film,
television and interactive content industries, driving global growth through boosting our economy,
celebrating our culture and enhancing our children’s education. In our strategy, Opening Doors, we
have a clear vision to transform the screen industries in Northern Ireland, ensuring that we have
the strongest screen industry outside of London in the UK and Ireland, supported by vibrant and
diverse cultural voices that are recognized and celebrated equally at home and abroad.
www.northernirelandscreen.co.uk
pbs.org/masterpiece
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