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Secrets of the Dead Returns October 8 on PBS with a 
New Season of Groundbreaking Historical Discoveries
 
Five new episodes reveal major archaeological breakthroughs behind the Colosseum, Cleopatra’s reign, a potential new portrait of Shakespeare and more 

Watch preview here
 
(NEW YORK – Aug. 20, 2025) -- From a groundbreaking find in Alexandria that could shed new light on Cleopatra’s reign to the decoding of Mary, Queen of Scots’ lost encrypted letters, see the truth behind history’s deepest mysteries. In England, a window washer may have uncovered only the third verified representation of William Shakespeare. These remarkable discoveries are featured in six all-new episodes of Secrets of the Dead, premiering Wednesday, October 8, 2025, at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App.	Comment by Carter, Stephanie: The letters were only found in 2021 so it's less about being unable to decode them as it is no one knew they existed. 
 
The new season kicks off with The Rise & Fall of the Colosseum, which illustrates how the spectacular arena showcasing ancient Rome’s wealth and power also contributed to the Empire’s downfall. This season’s lineup of Secrets of the Dead episodes include: 
 
Secrets of the Dead: The Rise & Fall of the Colosseum
Premieres Wednesday, October 8 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App  
 
The Colosseum was the jewel of ancient Rome. It wowed vast crowds with extraordinary spectacles. It pushed the boundaries of technology. It exhibited Rome’s vast wealth and power. Roman leaders spread the Colosseum’s design throughout the Empire, and it helped them conquer the ancient world. But just as the structure embodied Rome’s power, so too did it contribute to the Empire’s downfall.  
 
Secrets of the Dead: Cleopatra’s Last Temple  
Premieres Wednesday, October 15 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 
 
Just below the Mediterranean’s surface, in Alexandria’s harbor, lie the ruins of a mysterious ancient monument. For more than 20 years, French explorer Franck Goddio has been hoping to confirm these remains are a temple belonging to Cleopatra. If true, this discovery could reveal vital new information about Cleopatra’s reign and her connection with the goddess Isis.  
 
Secrets of the Dead: Cracking the Queen’s Code  
Premieres Wednesday, October 22 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 
 
In early 2023, three amateur codebreakers announced they had successfully decoded the secret correspondence of one of the most tragic characters in European history: Mary, Queen of Scots. 57 encrypted letters detail the exiled queen’s efforts to free herself from imprisonment and gain advantage over her rival, Queen Elizabeth. Now, after four centuries, Mary’s urgent pleas can be revealed.
 
Secrets of the Dead: Chasing the Plague  
Premieres Wednesday, October 29 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 

Follow scientists as they track down the earliest known bubonic plague victims in hopes of preventing future outbreaks, while historians and scholars explore the societal impact of the plague on medieval Europe. What happens when a third of a continent’s population is wiped out?
 
Secrets of the Dead: Picturing Shakespeare  
Premieres Wednesdays, November 12 at 10/9c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/secrets and the PBS App 

There are only two accepted representations of William Shakespeare that are considered “official” – but could a portrait that has been hanging over a family’s mantelpiece for the last 50 years be the third? British window washer Steven Wadlow, whose father received the portrait in the 1960s, is on the hunt to prove the painting is indeed genuine. If so, it could be worth as much as $200 million.	Comment by Carter, Stephanie: He didn't buy it, it was a barter deal for work he was owed payment on. 

  
As one of PBS’s ongoing limited primetime series, Secrets of the Dead is a perennial favorite, routinely ranking among one of most-watched series on public television. Secrets of the Dead uses the latest scientific discoveries to challenge prevailing ideas and share fresh perspectives on historical events. The series has received 10 CINE Golden Eagle Awards and six Emmy nominations, among numerous other awards. 
 
Secrets of the Dead is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport. For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS Passport FAQ website. 
 
Secrets of the Dead is a production of The WNET Group. Stephanie Carter is executive producer. Stephen Segaller is executive in charge.   
 
Funding for Secrets of the Dead is provided by public television viewers. 
 
Websites: http://pbs.org/secrets, http://facebook.com/SecretsoftheDead, #SecretsDeadPBS 
 
### 
 
About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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