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ARLINGTON, VA, December 19, 2024 – RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK, a 
feature documentary about Jewish resistance, community and strength during the 
Holocaust, premieres on International Holocaust Remembrance Day, Monday, January 
27, 2025, at 10 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org, the PBS App and the 
PBS Documentaries Prime Video Channel. 
 

Told by survivors, their children, and expert witnesses from the U.S., Israel, and Europe, 
RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK is a revelation based on extensive research of 
how the Jews of Europe fought back against the Nazis. It uncovers evidence of non-
violent methods that served as crucial tools of resistance and evolved into Jewish armed 
revolts in ghettos, forests and death camps, even as the odds of success were vanishingly 
small. Today, almost 80 years after the Holocaust, this story remains largely unknown 
with many believing that “Jews went to their deaths like sheep to the slaughter.” But this 
is where the real story begins. Jews did not go as sheep to the slaughter. They fought 
back. Filmed in Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Israel, and the U.S., RESISTANCE: THEY 
FOUGHT BACK provides a much-needed corrective to the myth of Jewish passivity.  
 
Executive Producer and Co-Director Paula S. Apsell, former executive producer of the 
PBS science series NOVA, recounts: “I was on location in Lithuania when an 
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archaeological team led by the late Professor Richard Freund discovered a tunnel in the 
Ponary killing site in Lithuania, where Nazis and their Lithuanian collaborators murdered 
100,000 people, including 70,000 Jews. The Germans, fearing their war crimes would be 
known, brought in 80 remaining Jews to exhume and burn the bodies of those they had 
murdered. Those Jews, knowing they would be the next victims, decided to try to escape 
by digging a tunnel. Of the 80 Jewish prisoners that dug the tunnel, 12 succeeded in 
making it into the forest where Jewish partisans were waiting. I had not previously known 
anything about this heroic tunnel escape or other examples of Jewish resistance during 
the Holocaust, except for the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, so I embarked on a quest to 
uncover what are, to most of us, lost chapters of history. This evolved into the feature 
documentary RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK.” 
 
RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK premieres Monday, January 27, 2025, at 10 p.m. 
ET (check local listings) on PBS and will also be available to stream on all station-branded 
PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku 
streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, 
Chromecast and VIZIO. The series will also be available to stream on PBS Passport and 
the PBS Documentaries Prime Video Channel. PBS station members can view the 
documentary via PBS Passport. For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS 
Passport FAQ website. 
 
RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK is executive produced and co-directed by Paula 
Apsell and Kirk Wolfinger and executive produced by Professor Michael Berenbaum, 
Michael J Bohnen, Ori and Mirit Eisen, the late Professor Richard A. Freund, and Richard 
A. Salomon. RESISTANCE: THEY FOUGHT BACK is a production of Leading Edge 
Productions, Inc., in association with Lone Wolf Media, distributed for broadcast to PBS.  
 
About PBS 
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore 
new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, PBS 
reaches over 36 million adults on linear primetime television, more than 16 million users 
on PBS-owned streaming platforms, 53 million viewers on YouTube, and 60 million 
people view PBS content on social media, inviting them to experience the worlds of 
science, history, nature, and public affairs and to take front-row seats to world-class 
drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently honored 
by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K 
through 12th grade turn to PBS LearningMedia for digital content and services that help 
bring classroom lessons to life. As the number one educational media brand, PBS KIDS 
helps children 2-8 build critical skills, enabling them to find success in school and life. 
Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality content on TV — 
including a PBS KIDS channel — and streaming free on pbskids.org and the PBS KIDS 
Video app, games on the PBS KIDS Games app, and in communities across America. 
More information about PBS is available at PBS.org, one of the leading dot-org websites 
on the internet, Facebook, Instagram, or through our apps for mobile and connected 
devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at 
pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Communications on X.  
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Becky Scullin, PBS, brscullin@pbs.org 

 

Meredith Tiger, PBS, mjtiger@pbs.org  

 

Cara White / Mary Lugo, CaraMar, Inc. 

cara.white@mac.com; lugo@negia.net 

 

 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit 

PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom. 
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