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Witnhess Never-Before-Seen Wildlife Behavior in Nature—
Willow: Diary of a Mountain Lion

Premieres Wednesday, October 29 at 8/7c on PBS

In Montana, a decade-long study reveals the secret lives of mountain lions captured through a
vast network of over 200 trail cameras scattered throughout the Sapphire Mountains. Follow the
drama of an orphaned female mountain lion named Willow and her cubs and witness their
interactions with the rest of the forest world, uncovering never-before-seen behaviors in
Nature—Willow: Diary of a Mountain Lion, premiering Wednesday, October 29 at 8/7c on
PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/nature, YouTube and the PBS App.

Through thousands of hours of footage, research and genetic sampling, the film captures
extraordinary firsts: a mother raising six kittens against the odds, resource sharing by unrelated
individuals, and an astounding bull elk kill at the entrance of the mountain lions‘ den. Alongside
these milestones, parallel stories unfold—Ilike a fox family with five pups whose den comes
under attack by a mountain lion, leaving behind a one-eyed survivor.

“One of the most significant findings of the research has been the indication, through DNA
samples, of resource sharing by unrelated individuals. This is the only footage, of any kind, that
currently exists of this behavior among wild, uncollared cats. This adds legitimacy to the
science and a great climax to the story,” said Colin Ruggiero, producer and director of
photography.

Nature—Willow: Diary of a Mountain Lion is a production of Rhythm Productions and The
WNET Group. The documentary is produced and filmed by Colin Ruggiero. Edited by Colin
Ruggiero and Jim Isler. Features Joshua Lisbon, former MPG Mountain Lion Research
Coordinator, and Mountain Lion Research Team trackers Maggie Hirschauer and Tyler Carlin.
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For Nature, Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series Producer. Janet Hess is
Series Editor. Nature is a production of The WNET Group.

Support for Nature—Willow: Diary of a Mountain Lion is provided in part by The Hite
Foundation. Series funding for Nature is made possible in part by The Arnhold Family in
memory of Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim lll, The Fairweather
Foundation, Charles Rosenblum, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, Sarah and Sandra Lyu in memory
of Seung and Dorothy Lyu, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Dr. George Stanley and Sandra
Caruso, Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Gregg Peters
Monsees Foundation, Koo and Patricia Yuen, Seton J. Melvin, Sandra Atlas Bass, and public
television viewers.

Since 1982, Nature has pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the
broadcast industry, bringing the natural world to millions of viewers. The series has won more
than 800 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and
environmental organizations, including 21 Emmys and three Peabodys. Nature is available for
streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org
and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV,
Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. Classic episodes are available
on various FAST channel platforms and on PBS Passport.

Websites:
pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature; youtube.com/naturepbs,
tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS

About The WNET Group

The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse
audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN —
America’s flagship PBS station — WLIW21, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; NJ
PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-
FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST
channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group
brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment and DIY programming to
more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions
include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters and
Amanpour and Company and trusted local news program NJ Spotlight News with Briana
Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’
Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission
US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit
public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes
content that fosters lifelong learning, including multiplatform initiatives addressing poverty, jobs,
economic opportunity, social justice, understanding and the environment. Through Passport,
station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET
Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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