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Nature: Gorilla 

Premieres Wednesday, January 31 at 8/7c on PBS (check local 

listings), pbs.org/nature, YouTube and the PBS App 
 

Synopsis:  

Gabon's Loango National Park is home to a group of western lowland gorillas that have 

become accustomed to biologists who have studied them for almost 20 years. This 

documentary presents an intimate look at a silverback and his family featuring a newborn baby 

gorilla. Forest elephants and buffalos enter the story along with brave researchers hoping to 

preserve one of the last remaining wild coasts in the African tropics. 

Long TV Listing: Get an intimate look at a silverback family in Gabon's Loango National Park. 

Meet a newborn gorilla, forest elephants, buffalos and brave researchers in one of the last 

remaining wild coasts in the African tropics. 

Short TV Listing: Get an intimate look at a silverback family in Gabon's Loango National Park. 

Featured Creatures: 

• Western lowland gorilla 

• African forest buffalo 

• African forest elephant 

• Red River hog 

• Mountain gorilla 

 

Noteworthy Facts & Moments: 
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• There are two species of gorillas, the Eastern and the Western gorilla, and each of 

these gorilla species has two subspecies. Nature: Gorilla features the Western lowland 

subspecies of the Western gorilla and the Mountain subspecies of the Eastern gorilla. 

• Currently, around 300,000 western lowland gorillas are found in the tropical rainforests 

of western Africa. Unfortunately, very few of these gorillas live in protected refuges in 

Gabon, and their numbers are rapidly receding at a rate of 3 percent each year due to 

hunting and loss of natural habitat.  

• Eastern mountain gorillas live in the Virunga Mountains (between the border regions of 

Rwanda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and Uganda). Their entire world population 

is little more than one thousand, but their numbers have doubled in the past few 

decades thanks to conservation and ecotourism. 

• Western lowland gorillas live in the vicinity of rivers and swamps and are notoriously 

hard to find. Primatologist Martha Robbins and her team from Leipzig's Max-Planck-

Institute have spent a decade earning the trust of a particular gorilla group in Loango, 

which consists of a silverback, four mature females and a male teenager, as well as a 

playful young male known as Owegely and Malumbi, a hyperactive one-year-old.  

• This trust grants the team incredible access to witness Mokebo, one of the females, 

give birth. The newborn is eventually named Etshutshuku, or "Surprise." Baby gorillas 

spend the first two years of their life on their mother’s back, learning the ways of the 

family led by the silverback. 

 

Series Overview:  

Since 1982, Nature has brought the natural world to millions of viewers, pioneering a television 

genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry. The series has won more than 700 

honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental 

organizations, including 21 Emmys and three Peabodys. Consistently among the most-watched 

primetime series on PBS, Nature continues to innovate through original digital programming, 

such as the Anthem Award-winning podcast Going Wild with Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant and digital 

series Animal IQ and Untold Earth. Nature’s award-winning website, pbs.org/nature, features 

full episodes, short films, digital series, behind-the-scenes content, news articles, educational 

resources and more. 

 

Nature is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS 

platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming 

devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. 

Classic episodes are available on various FAST channel platforms and on PBS Passport. 

 

Production Credits: 

Nature: Gorilla is a production of Terra Mater Studios in co-production with The WNET Group 

and Doclights/NDR Naturfilm in association with National Geographic Channel, produced by 

Cosmos Factory. The documentary is written and directed by Harald Pokieser. Debra Wilson 

narrates. For Terra Mater Studios, Sabine Holzer and Birgit Peters are Executive Producers. 
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Nature is a production of The WNET Group. Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy 

is Series Producer. Janet Hess is Series Editor. Danielle Broza is Digital Content & Strategy 

Lead. 

 

Underwriters: 

Series funding for Nature is made possible in part by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 

The Arnhold Family in memory of Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, The Fairweather Foundation, 

Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Charles Rosenblum, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, Sue and Edgar 

Wachenheim III, Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Gregg 

Peters Monsees Foundation, Koo and Patricia Yuen, Sandra Atlas Bass, and public television 

viewers. 

 

Websites:  

pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; twitter.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature; 

youtube.com/naturepbs, tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS 

 

About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse 
audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s 
flagship PBS station – WLIW21, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New 
Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, 
the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. 
Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, 
news, documentary, entertainment and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each 
month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great 
Performances, American Masters and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news program 
NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET 
Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series 
Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and 
caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group 
presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including multiplatform initiatives 
addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding and the environment. 
Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. 
The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.    
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