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[bookmark: _Int_PUnAABM8]Meet the Inspiring Caretakers Nurturing Rescued Wildlife in Nature—Becoming Elephant: The Orphans of Reteti
Two-part series premieres Wednesday, April 8 at 8/7c on PBS   

In the remote wilds of northern Kenya, follow the remarkable journey of orphaned elephants at Reteti, the first community-owned elephant sanctuary in Africa. Raised by Samburu keepers who act as surrogate parents, these elephants, many rescued from poaching, drought, or human-wildlife conflict, are nurtured back to health and prepared for life in the wild. Nature—Becoming Elephant: The Orphans of Reteti premieres Wednesdays, April 8-15 at 8/7c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/nature, YouTube and the PBS App. 

From tiny calves taking their first bottle to older elephants practicing the skills needed for their release, the two-part series captures intimate moments of struggle, healing, and transformation. Meet characters like Long’uro, a calf who lost his trunk to a hyena attack, and Kelele, whose illness nearly derails his future. With the help of a whole community rallying behind them, witness a powerful tale of healing, hope, and the deep bond between people and animals.

“This is an extraordinary story of coexistence in conservation,” said producer David Allen. “The Samburu keepers come from this land. They live alongside the wild herds of elephants that have lost their young to the pressures of the modern world. Seeing the dramas unfold with the keepers bringing up these animals as if they were their own children was the most uplifting experience. It is a heart-warming story hope at a time when the world desperately needs it.” 

"Filming at Reteti was unlike anything I’d experienced. As a director, I’m drawn to relationships, and here I witnessed one of the most moving ones: between orphaned elephants learning to trust and the keepers who dedicate their lives to helping them heal," said director Nicola Tremain. "Elephants can be a real challenge to film around, but the babies often surprised us and we captured stories we’d never imagined possible. The people and animals I met here will stay with me forever, and I hope this series reflects what I felt so strongly during filming: that conservation, at its best, is rooted in community, care, and connection."


Episode One, “Baby Steps” 
Premieres Wednesday, April 8 at 8/7c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/nature, YouTube and the PBS App
At Reteti Sanctuary in Kenya, the team helps a disabled orphan elephant named Long’uro find his confidence, nurses a sick calf back from the brink, and manages an unexpected encounter inside an enclosure.

Episode Two, “Graduation Day” 
Premieres Wednesday, April 15 at 8/7c on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/nature, YouTube and the PBS App
As Reteti Sanctuary prepares to release its oldest orphans into the wild, a baby elephant is rescued from a waterhole. An orphaned zebra finds hope, and Long’uro and friends learn how to survive the challenges of the dry season.


Nature—Becoming Elephant: The Orphans of Reteti was produced by Passion Planet Limited and The WNET Group in association with Love Nature. The miniseries was directed and filmed by Nicola Tremain. Edited by Jennifer Asheitu Hampson and narrated by Nyambi Nyambi. David Allen and Gaby Bastyra are Series Producers. For Passion Planet, Andrew Ruhemann and Nick Southgate are Executive Producers. For Nature, Fred Kaufman is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series Producer. Janet Hess is Series Editor. Danielle Broza is Digital Content & Strategy Lead. Nature is a production of The WNET Group.
 
Support for Nature—Becoming Elephant: The Orphans of Reteti was provided in part by Kitty Hawks and Larry Lederman and Paul L. Tilley and Family. Series funding for Nature is made possible in part by The Arnhold Family in memory of Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, The Fairweather Foundation, Charles Rosenblum, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao, Sarah and Sandra Lyu in memory of Seung and Dorothy Lyu, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Dr. George Stanley and Sandra Caruso, Colin S. Edwards, Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Filomen M. D’Agostino Foundation, Gregg Peters Monsees Foundation, Koo and Patricia Yuen, Seton J. Melvin, Sandra Atlas Bass, and public television viewers.

Since 1982, Nature has pioneered a television genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry, bringing the natural world to millions of viewers. The series has won more than 800 honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental organizations, including 21 Emmys and three Peabodys. Nature is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. Classic episodes are available on various FAST channel platforms and on PBS Passport.


Websites: 
pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature; youtube.com/naturepbs, tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS


About The WNET Group  
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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