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Nature: Attenborough’s Wonder of Song

Premieres Wednesday, May 3 at 8/7c on PBS (check local listings),
pbs.org/nature, and the PBS App

Synopsis:

David Attenborough presents seven of the most remarkable animal songs found in nature and
explores the significance of these songs in the lives of their species. Each one - from the song
of the largest lemur to the song of the humpback whale to the song of the lyrebird - was
recorded in his lifetime. But will they soon be heard no more? Contrary to Charles Darwin’s
theory of sexual selection, a new generation of scientists have discovered that animal song is
not just the domain of males. Scientists are learning that most female songbirds also sing, and
it is only now they are being properly heard. Through this revelation and others, discover how
animal songs are essential for survival. Joyous, surprising and poignant, this story of pioneering
research and astounding insight is a chorus of wonder — and a wake-up call.

Select Singers:
e Indri Lemur
o GreatTit
¢ Nightingale
e Superb Lyrebird
e Superb Fairy Wren
e Humpback Whale
e Hawaiian ‘O‘6



Short TV Listing: David Attenborough presents seven of the most remarkable animal songs
found in nature.

Long TV Listing: David Attenborough presents seven of the most remarkable animal songs
found in nature and explores the significance of these songs in the lives of their species.

Noteworthy Facts:

Songbirds make up half of the 10,000 species of birds and have the most advanced
vocal organs in the entire natural world.

No one yet knows why humpback whales sing, but in 1970, an album recording of their
songs sparked the “Save the Whales” movement to protect the species.

In the UK, it's estimated that 38 million birds have disappeared from the skies in the last
60 years. Climate change and habitat deterioration are the main factors behind this
catastrophic decline.

Buzzworthy Moments:

In 1960, a young David Attenborough helped capture the first ever audio of
Madagascar’s largest lemur, the indri. Using a battery powered portable tape recorder,
he played the sounds back to the lemurs and was rewarded with responses, which were
thought to be a “keep out” signal over territory.

The lyrebird can mimic the sounds of at least 20 different species. One male lyrebird
manipulatively uses this to his advantage, mimicking the sound of a flock of birds to
convince a nearby female that danger is outside of his realm and that she is better off
sticking with him.

It was once thought that only male songbirds were capable of song. However, in 64
percent of all songbird species, the females sing. Professor Naomi Langmore first made
this discovery by recording a female fairy wren singing to defend her territory.

Series Overview:

Since 1982, Nature has brought the natural world to millions of viewers, pioneering a television
genre that is now widely emulated in the broadcast industry. The series has won more than 700
honors from the television industry, the international wildlife film communities and environmental
organizations, including 21 Emmys and three Peabodys. Consistently among the most-watched
primetime series on PBS, Nature continues to innovate through original digital programming,
such as the Webby Award-winning podcast Going Wild with Dr. Rae Wynn-Grant and digital
series Animal IQ and Crash Course: Zoology. Nature’s award-winning website,
pbs.org/nature, features full episodes, short films, digital series, behind-the-scenes content,
news articles, educational resources and more.

Nature is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS
platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming
devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO.



PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport.
For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS Passport FAQ website.

Production Credits:

Nature: Attenborough’s Wonder of Song is a Mike Birkhead Associates production for BBC.
The documentary is directed, produced and written by Beth Jones and Mike Birkhead.
Presented by David Attenborough. Nature is a production of The WNET Group. Fred Kaufman
is Executive Producer. Bill Murphy is Series Producer and Janet Hess is Series Editor.

Underwriters:

Support for Nature: Attenborough’s Wonder of Song was provided by The Hite Foundation.
Series funding for Nature is made possible in part by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting,
The Arnhold Family in memory of Henry and Clarisse Arnhold, The Fairweather Foundation,
Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim lll, Kathy Chiao and Ken Hao,
Charles Rosenblum, Sarah and Sandra Lyu in memory of Seung and Dorothy Lyu, Filomen M.
D’Agostino Foundation, Lillian Goldman Charitable Trust, Gregg Peters Monsees Foundation,
Koo and Patricia Yuen, Arlene and Milton D. Berkman, Sandra Atlas Bass, and public television
viewers.

Websites:
pbs.org/nature; facebook.com/PBSNature; twitter.com/PBSNature; instagram.com/pbsnature;
youtube.com/naturepbs, tiktok.com/@pbsnature, #NaturePBS

About The WNET Group

The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse
audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’'s THIRTEEN — America’s
flagship PBS station — WLIW21, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New
Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS,
the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channels Arts TWG+
and PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts,
culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment and DIY programming to more than five
million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS
series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters and Amanpour and Company and
trusted local news programs MetroFocus and NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring
curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team
produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources
for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60
years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including
multiplatform initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding
and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival
programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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