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Hugh Bonneville Returns to Host Annual Great Performances – From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2023 Concert January 1 on PBS

Synopsis:
Ring in the new year with Vienna Philharmonic’s annual concert from the Golden Hall of the Musikverein in Vienna. Guest conducted for the third time by Cleveland Orchestra Music Director Franz Welser-Möst, the program features many selections never before played at these traditional concerts including works by Josef Strauss, Joseph Hellmesberger Jr., Johann Strauss Jr. and more. PBS favorite Hugh Bonneville returns as host for a sixth year. The broadcast also features performances by Vienna Boys and Girls Choirs and the Vienna State Ballet with choreography by Ashley Page. Great Performances: From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2023 premieres Sunday, January 1 at 8 p.m. on PBS (check local listings) and streams the following day at pbs.org/gperf and the PBS Video app.

Musical Selections:

· Franz von Suppè – Overture to “Isabella”*
· Josef Strauss – “Pearls of Love” Waltz*
· Josef Strauss – “Angelica-Polka francaise”*
· Eduard Strauss – “Up and Away” Quick Polka*
· Josef Strauss – “Blithe Spirits” Polka*
· Josef Strauss – “For ever Quick Polka”
· Josef Strauss – “Siskins” Waltz*
· Joseph Hellmesberger Jr. – “Bells Polka and Gallop”*
· Josef Strauss – “Allegro fantastique” orchestral fantasy*
· Josef Strauss –  “Watercolors” Waltz
· Johann Strauss Jr. – “Bandits Gallop”
· Johann Strauss Jr. – “The Beautiful Blue Danube” Waltz
· Johann Strauss Sr. – “Radetzky March”

* First performance at a New Year’s Concert

Locations:
· Augarten Palais, home of the Vienna Boys Choir
· Theater in der Josefstadt
· Lobmeyr Crystal, creators of the Musikverein and Met Opera’s iconic chandeliers
· Melk Abbey, church, state rooms and library
· The Garden Pavilion of Stift Melk of Melk Abbey
· Hofcapella Imperial Chapel, where the Vienna Boys Choir has performed for 525 years
· Prater Ateliers, the only remaining buildings from the Vienna 1873 World's Fair
· Laxenburg Palace and Park

Notable Talent:
· Hugh Bonneville, host, actor, Masterpiece: Downton Abbey, Downton Abbey and Downton Abbey: A New Era
· Franz Welser-Möst, three-time Grammy-nominated guest conductor and Music Director of Cleveland Orchestra 
· Vienna Boys and Girls Choirs 
· Vienna State Ballet

Noteworthy Facts:
· This is conductor Franz Welser-Möst’s third year conducting the New Year’s Concert. Previous concerts were in 2011 and 2013.
· This is Hugh Bonneville’s sixth consecutive year acting as host for the New Year’s Concert.

Short Listing:
Celebrate the new year from the opulent Musikverein hosted by PBS favorite Hugh Bonneville.

Long Listing:
Celebrate the new year with this annual classical music celebration featuring waltzes by Strauss from the opulent Musikverein hosted by PBS favorite Hugh Bonneville.

Series Overview:
Throughout its 50-year history on PBS, Great Performances has provided an unparalleled showcase of the best in all genres of the performing arts, serving as America’s most prestigious and enduring broadcaster of cultural programming. Showcasing a diverse range of artists from around the world, the series has earned 67 Emmy Awards and six Peabody Awards. The Great Performances website hosts exclusive videos, interviews, photos, full episodes and more. The series is produced by The WNET Group. Great Performances is available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on PBS.org and the PBS Video App, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO.

Production Credits: 
From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2023 is a production of Wiener Philharmoniker and ORF in association with The WNET Group. Great Performances is produced by The WNET Group. For Great Performances, John Walker is writer and producer, Bill Kabel is producer, Bill O’Donnell is series producer and David Horn is executive producer.

Funding:
Corporate support for From Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2023 is provided by Rolex. Series funding for Great Performances is provided by The Joseph & Robert Cornell Memorial Foundation, the Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen Foundation, the LuEsther T. Mertz Charitable Trust, the Thea Petschek Iervolino Foundation,  Jody and John Arnhold, The Starr Foundation, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, the Jack Lawrence Trust,  Seton J. Melvin, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, Leni and Peter May, the Estate of Worthington Mayo-Smith, the Jack Lawrence Trust, Ellen and James S. Marcus, and Lorraine A. Egan and the late Richard T. Egan.

Websites: http://pbs.org/gperf, facebook.com/GreatPerformances, @GPerfPBS, giphy.com/great-performances, youtube.com/greatperformancespbs #GreatPerformancesPBS 

About The WNET Group   
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN–America’s flagship PBS station–WLIW21, THIRTEEN PBSKids, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; and newsroom NJ Spotlight News. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs MetroFocus and NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for nearly 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including multiplatform initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us. 
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