MEDIA ALERT
BREAKING the DEADLOCK: Truth Under Fire

Premieres: Tuesday, Oct. 21, 2025, 9 p.m. ET on PBS

[bookmark: _Int_u3Ad3BOd]The Emmy Award®-nominated GBH series BREAKING the DEADLOCK returns with a new episode, Truth Under Fire, premiering Tuesday, Oct. 21 at 9 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, and streaming on PBS.org, YouTube and the PBS app. This episode explores what happens to the truth when a serious issue explodes on social media and disinformation is spread.
BREAKING the DEADLOCK is a groundbreaking public affairs series designed to encourage civil dialogue today, when public conversation is so polarized. The series brings together a varied panel of prominent voices from political, cultural, and legal arenas to explore ethical dilemmas drawn from real life. It’s a fast-paced one-hour journey where series moderator Aaron Tang, author and Professor of Law, UC Davis, guides panelists through complex, hypothetical scenarios.
Episode Description:
The episode’s hypothetical scenario is sparked by a controversial school board mandate in a fictional school district, which then explodes on social media, where disinformation is spread. As the issue goes viral, a panel of journalists, influencers, politicians and thought leaders must reckon with the question of what is true -- indeed, whether the truth matters? 
BREAKING the DEADLOCK: Truth Under Fire was filmed before a live audience on Sunday, Sept. 21 at the New York Historical.
Panelists:
· Soledad O’Brien, journalist and CEO of Soledad O’Brien Productions
· Stephanie Ruhle, host of “The 11th Hour” and NBC News senior business analyst
· Ann Coulter, author and columnist, Unsafe Substack
· Dr. Eddie Glaude Jr., professor of African American Studies, Princeton University
· Rick Wilson, co-founder and board member of The Lincoln Project
· Walter Isaacson, biographer
· Tina Descovich, co-founder and CEO of Moms for Liberty
· Roger Severino, vice president of domestic policy, The Heritage Foundation
· Hon. Mitch Landrieu, former senior adviser to President Biden and founder and president of E Pluribus Unum
· Kristin Davison, partner, Axiom Strategies
Interview Opportunities: 
· Aaron Tang – Professor of Law, UC Davis, Supreme Court commentator, author and moderator, BREAKING the DEADLOCK
· Andrew Lack - 16-time Emmy and two-time Peabody Award winner; former Chairman & CEO, NBC News; Senior Executive Producer, BREAKING the DEADLOCK.
· John Bredar - Emmy and Peabody-award winning Executive Producer; Executive Producer, BREAKING the DEADLOCK.
Press Materials: 
· Series Press Release
· Full Episode: DEADLOCK: An Election Story (Premiered Sept. 20, 2024)
· Full Episode: BREAKING THE DEADLOCK: A Power Play (Premiered May 20, 2025)

Series Description
BREAKING the DEADLOCK (BTD) is an Emmy Award®-nominated, groundbreaking public affairs series designed to encourage civil dialogue today, when public conversation is so polarized. The series brings together a varied panel of prominent voices from political, cultural, and legal arenas to explore ethical dilemmas drawn from real life. It’s a fast-paced one-hour journey where moderator Aaron Tang, author and Professor of Law, UC Davis, guides panelists through complex, hypothetical scenarios. Each episode pushes panelists to grapple with questions of community, accountability and personal responsibility as they agonize over the right thing to do. While the panel knows the topic in advance, they do not know how the scenario will unfold giving rise to unexpected twists and turns where both panelists and viewers are challenged to confront the thought-provoking question: “What would I do?” BREAKING the DEADLOCK is a re-conception of the Fred Friendly seminars broadcast under the title, Ethics in America, where the legendary newsman and thinker posed a question that drives BTD today: Who are my neighbors and what do I owe them?
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