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New American Masters Documentary Premiering on PBS Honors Celebrated Architects Elizabeth Diller and Ricardo Scofidio

Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs explores their relationship and the stories behind their renowned projects around the world
NEW YORK – From New York to Los Angeles, London to Tianjin and beyond, Elizabeth Diller, Ricardo Scofidio, and their studio, Diller Scofidio + Renfro (DS+R), shaped a practice that moves fluidly between architecture, art and media, leaving its mark on cities across the globe. Starting as conceptual artists in the 1970s, the couple became two of the most notable architects of their generation and went on to reshape how cities can define public life and culture. Follow their story in American Masters – Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs, premiering nationwide Tuesday, November 24 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/americanmasters, and the PBS App. The film will stream on the American Masters YouTube channel the next day.
Featuring archival footage, verité scenes, and interviews from Diller and Scofidio, the film chronicles their careers through seven acts defined by their most notable cultural projects of the past 30 years. Interviews from DS+R partners Charles Renfro and Benjamin Gilmartin, Director Emeritus of the Museum of Modern Art Glenn Lowry, Director Emerita of the Institute of Contemporary Art in Boston Jill Medvedow, architectural theorist K. Michael Hays of Harvard University, architecture critics Paul Goldberger and Nicolai Ouroussoff, New York Times Culture reporter Robin Pogrebin, artist and musician Laurie Anderson and architect Tod Williams provide insight into Diller and Scofidio's enduring legacy across art, architecture and culture-at-large.  
Scofidio was born in New York City in 1935 and Diller was born in Poland in 1954 to a Jewish family, emigrating to the United States at the age of five. In 1979 Diller received her Bachelor of Architecture from the Cooper Union School of Architecture, where Scofidio was then her professor and mentor. They founded the award-winning studio in 1981, and conceptualized some of the world’s most iconic architectural works, including the redesign of Lincoln Center and MoMA, the High Line, and The Shed in New York; The Broad in Los Angeles; the V&A East Storehouse in London; and Al-Mujadilah Center and Women’s Mosque in Doha. Their artistic vision, along with their strong belief in creating inclusive civic spaces, is the foundation of their work as one of the most formidable partnerships in architecture and design. They continued to work together until Scofidio’s passing in 2025.
Diller and Scofidio were the first architects to receive the MacArthur Foundation Fellowship, known as the “Genius Grant,” and have been recognized in TIME’s 100 Most Influential People list. In 2025, DS+R was awarded the Golden Lion for Best Participation at the 19th International Architecture Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia for Canal Café, a laboratory-café that drew water from the Arsenale Lagoon to produce espresso. That same year, Diller received the Municipal Art Society’s Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis Medal, and Scofidio was elected to the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Diller’s other accolades include the Wolf Prize in Architecture, and the 2026 Architect of RECORD Award. Alongside her ongoing work at DS+R, she is a professor at Princeton University School of Architecture, where she has taught since 1990.

The filmmaker of Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs is Jeff Bieber, an EMMY and Peabody award-winning producer, whose previous work includes co-directing and writing the American Masters documentary Hannah Arendt: Facing Tyranny. He also previously produced the American Masters film Julia Alvarez: A Life Reimagined, and executive produced PBS limited series including Latino Americans, Asian Americans, Italian Americans, and Jewish Americans. 
"This is not a conventional architecture documentary," said Bieber. "This is a film about ideas — about one of the great creative partnerships in modern times that used architecture as a form of cultural criticism to transform the American city."
Now in its 40th season on PBS, American Masters illuminates the lives and creative journeys of our nation’s most enduring artistic giants — those who have left an indelible impression on our cultural landscape — through compelling, unvarnished stories. Setting the standard for documentary film profiles, the series has earned widespread critical acclaim: 28 Emmy Awards — including 10 for Outstanding Nonfiction Series and five for Outstanding Nonfiction Special— two News & Documentary Emmys, 14 Peabodys, three Grammys, two Producers Guild Awards, an Oscar, and many other honors. To further explore the lives and works of more than 300 masters past and present, the American Masters website offers full episodes, film outtakes, filmmaker interviews, the podcast “American Masters: Creative Spark,” educational resources, digital original series and more. The series is a production of The WNET Group.
Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs is a production of Jeff Bieber Productions in association with the Center for Independent Documentary and American Masters Pictures. Directed, produced, and written by Jeff Bieber. Michael Kantor is Executive Producer. Produced by Salme López Sabina. Edited by Sabine Krayenbühl and Jay Keuper. Additional Directing and Editing by Brittany Huckabee. Music by Gary Lionelli.
Support for Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs is provided by Sylvia and Simon B. Poyta Programming Endowment to Fight Anti-Semitism, The Diller – von Furstenberg Family Foundation, Zhang Xin and Pan Shiyi, The Kovner Foundation – Suzie and Bruce Kovner, Agnes Gund, Elise Jaffe + Jeffrey Brown, Jewish Story Partners, and Jerry Speyer and Katherine Farley.
Support for American Masters is provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, AARP, Rosalind P. Walter Foundation, Burton P. and Judith B. Resnick Foundation, Blanche and Hayward Cirker Charitable Lead Annuity Trust, Koo and Patricia Yuen, The Blanche and Irving Laurie Foundation, Lillian Goldman Programming Endowment, Seton J. Melvin, Thea Petschek Iervolino Foundation, Anita and Jay Kaufman, Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, The Marc Haas Foundation, Ambrose Monell Foundation, Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Ellen and James S. Marcus, André and Elizabeth Kertész Foundation, The Charina Endowment Fund, Laura Richards and Jim Naughton, Filomen M. D'Agostino Foundation, Jeffrey Katz and Beth Rogers, Candace King Weir, and public television viewers.
Liz Diller & Ric Scofidio: Architect Provocateurs will be available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS app, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport. For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS Passport FAQ website.
American Masters’ commitment to accessible programming is a continuation of PBS’s mission to provide more resources and availability of audio-described content streaming on PBS.org. In addition to audio description (AD), American Masters programming with extended audio descriptions (EAD), large open captions, on-screen ASL interpretation (ASL), combined descriptive transcription and more can be found here.

Websites:
http://pbs.org/americanmasters
Facebook: http://facebook.com/americanmasters
Instagram: http://instagram.com/pbsamericanmaster
TikTok: https://tiktok.com/@pbsamericanmasters?lang=en
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/americanmasters
#AmericanMastersPBS
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About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, THIRTEEN WORLD and WLIW Create; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and local programs like Treasures of New York. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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