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American Masters Honors Feminist Trailblazer Bella Abzug with New Documentary for Women’s History Month
Bella! This Woman's Place is in the House explores new revelations on the social activist’s courageous battles on behalf of women, people with disabilities, the LGBTQ+ community and more.
NEW YORK – During a time when women couldn’t get a credit card in their own name and other marginalized groups were fighting for political, social and economic rights, Bella Abzug became an outspoken leader for equality. She opened The National Women’s Conference, the largest gathering of feminists in US history, which was seen as a turning point for a new wave of feminism. Considered one of the first feminists to be elected to Congress, Abzug challenged an almost all-male Congress head first, blazing a path for future gender equality in all aspects of American government. In celebration of Women’s History Month, follow the meteoric rise of this firebrand politician and activist in American Masters – Bella! This Woman's Place is in the House, premiering nationwide Tuesday, March 17 at 9 p.m. ET on PBS (check local listings), pbs.org/americanmasters and the PBS App. The film was a joint winner of the 2022 Library of Congress Lavine/Ken Burns Prize for Film.
Featuring archival footage, never-before-seen home videos and original interviews, Bella! This Woman’s Place is in the House chronicles Abzug’s path as a revolutionary activist who fought for the rights of women, people of color and the LGBTQ+ community. New interviews from key figures including Barbra Streisand, Nancy Pelosi, Gloria Steinem, Hillary Clinton, Marlo Thomas and Shirley MacLaine highlight how Abzug influenced many contemporary female leaders and how her work as a champion of civil rights continues to resonate.

Born Bella Savitzky in New York on July 24,1920 to Jewish parents, Abzug credited her early religious upbringing for her feminist ideologies. After graduating from Walton High School in the Bronx, she majored in political science at Hunter College and subsequently received a law degree from Columbia University. She was admitted to the New York Bar in 1945, when there were very few female attorneys, and opened her own practice focusing on civil liberties and labor rights. She notably appealed the case against Willie McGee, a Black man wrongfully convicted of raping a white woman in Mississippi and was sentenced to death. Although Abzug lost the appeal, she didn’t let the corruption of the Jim Crow South stop her continued fight for social justice.

In 1970, Abzug launched a campaign for United States Congress and was elected as a House Representative for lower Manhattan – which made her one of 12 female House Members in Washington D.C. at that time. She called for the immediate end of The Vietnam War and vocalized her condemnation of the war to President Richard Nixon. Abzug also joined the likes of Gloria Steinem, Betty Friedan and Shirley Chisholm to found the National Women's Political Caucus, an organization that advocated for women in government. 

Despite institutional resistance to her activism, Abzug was unflinching in her fight for gender equality. Her trailblazing efforts led to bills granting women credit cards in their own names and allowing “Ms.” as a valid designation on government documents. She also proposed the first legislation that would grant historic protections to the LGBTQ+ community, and scored legislative wins for the disabled, public transportation and a monumental childcare bill that passed the House, but ultimately was vetoed by Nixon. In her later years, Abzug co-founded the Women's Environment and Development Organization and developed the Women's Caucus as part of the United Nations, further showcasing her determination to establish a more equitable society.

The filmmaker of Bella! This Woman’s Place is in the House is Jeff L. Lieberman, whose previous work includes directing, writing and producing the documentaries The Amazing Nina Simone and Re-Emerging: The Jews of Nigeria. 

Now in its 40th season on PBS, American Masters illuminates the lives and creative journeys of our nation’s most enduring artistic giants — those who have left an indelible impression on our cultural landscape — through compelling, unvarnished stories. Setting the standard for documentary film profiles, the series has earned widespread critical acclaim: 28 Emmy Awards — including 10 for Outstanding Nonfiction Series and five for Outstanding Nonfiction Special— two News & Documentary Emmys, 14 Peabodys, three Grammys, two Producers Guild Awards, an Oscar, and many other honors. To further explore the lives and works of more than 300 masters past and present, the American Masters website offers full episodes, film outtakes, filmmaker interviews, the podcast “American Masters: Creative Spark,” educational resources, digital original series and more. The series is a production of The WNET Group.
Bella! This Woman’s Place is in the House is a production of Re-Emerging Films in association with American Masters Pictures. Written and directed by Jeff L. Lieberman. Produced by Jamila C. Fairley and Jeff Lieberman. Executive Produced by Liz Abzug and Michael Kantor.
Support for Bella! This Woman’s Place is in the House is provided by The Leslie and Roslyn Goldstein Foundation and by members of the Better Angels Society, including Jeannie and Jonathan Lavine, through the Library of Congress/Lavine/Ken Burns Prize for Film and Philip I. Kent.
Support for American Masters is provided by the AARP, The Corporation for Public Broadcasting, Sue and Edgar Wachenheim III, Cheryl and Philip Milstein Family, The Rosalind P. Walter Foundation, Judith and Burton Resnick, The Blanche & Irving Laurie Foundation, The Ambrose Monell Foundation, Seton J. Melvin, Lillian Goldman Programming Endowment, Vital Projects Fund, The Philip and Janice Levin Foundation, Ellen and James S. Marcus, Koo and Patricia Yuen, The André and Elizabeth Kertész Foundation, Blanche and Hayward Cirker Charitable Lead Annuity Trust, Kate W. Cassidy Foundation, Thea Petschek Iervolino Foundation, The Marc Haas Foundation, Anita and Jay Kaufman, The Charina Endowment Fund in memory of Robert B. Menschel, and public television viewers.
Bella! This Woman’s Place is in the House will be available for streaming concurrent with broadcast on all station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS app, available on iOS, Android, Roku streaming devices, Apple TV, Android TV, Amazon Fire TV, Samsung Smart TV, Chromecast and VIZIO. PBS station members can view many series, documentaries and specials via PBS Passport. For more information about PBS Passport, visit the PBS Passport FAQ website.
American Masters’ commitment to accessible programming is a continuation of PBS’s mission to provide more resources and availability of audio-described content streaming on PBS.org. In addition to audio description (AD), American Masters programming with extended audio descriptions (EAD), large open captions, on-screen ASL interpretation (ASL), combined descriptive transcription and more can be found here.

Websites:
http://pbs.org/americanmasters
Facebook: http://facebook.com/americanmasters
Instagram: http://instagram.com/pbsamericanmaster
TikTok: https://tiktok.com/@pbsamericanmasters?lang=en
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/c/americanmasters
#AmericanMastersPBS
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About The WNET Group 
The WNET Group creates inspiring media content and meaningful experiences for diverse audiences nationwide. It is the community-supported home of New York’s THIRTEEN – America’s flagship PBS station – WLIW, THIRTEEN PBS KIDS, WLIW World and Create; NJ PBS, New Jersey’s statewide public television network; Long Island’s only NPR station WLIW-FM; ALL ARTS, the arts and culture media provider; newsroom NJ Spotlight News; and FAST channel PBS Nature. Through these channels and streaming platforms, The WNET Group brings arts, culture, education, news, documentary, entertainment, and DIY programming to more than five million viewers each month. The WNET Group’s award-winning productions include signature PBS series Nature, Great Performances, American Masters, and Amanpour and Company and trusted local news programs like NJ Spotlight News with Briana Vannozzi. Inspiring curiosity and nurturing dreams, The WNET Group’s award-winning Kids’ Media and Education team produces the PBS KIDS series Cyberchase, interactive Mission US history games, and resources for families, teachers and caregivers. A leading nonprofit public media producer for more than 60 years, The WNET Group presents and distributes content that fosters lifelong learning, including initiatives addressing poverty, jobs, economic opportunity, social justice, understanding, and the environment. Through Passport, station members can stream new and archival programming anytime, anywhere. The WNET Group represents the best in public media. Join us.
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