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Goin’ Back to T-Town, Portrait of a Once-Thriving Black Community in Tulsa, To Have Encore Broadcast on 
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE on Monday, February 8 on PBS 

2021 Marks Centennial of the 1921 Racially-Motivated Massacre in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma


(BOSTON, MA) — Goin’ Back to T-Town, produced by Sam Pollard and Joyce Vaughn, tells the story of Greenwood, an extraordinary Black community in Tulsa, Oklahoma, that prospered during the 1920s and 30s despite rampant and hostile segregation. Torn apart in 1921 by one of the worst racially-motivated massacres in the nation’s history, the neighborhood rose from the ashes, and by 1936 boasted the largest concentration of Black-owned businesses in the U.S., known as “Black Wall Street.” Ironically, it could not survive the progressive policies of integration and urban renewal of the 1960s. Told through the memories of those who lived through the events, the film is a bittersweet celebration of small-town life and the resilience of a community’s spirit. Narrated by Ossie Davis, Goin’ Back to T-Town, first broadcast in 1993, will have an encore broadcast on AMERICAN EXPERIENCE Monday, February 8, 2021, 9:00-10:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video App.[image: A picture containing train, smoke, steam, old  Description automatically generated]Credit: Library of Congress


“Over 32 seasons, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has produced an amazing archive of films that documents various chapters of our country’s complicated history,” said Cameo George, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE executive producer. “Goin’ Back to T-Town is a film that was made for the series nearly three decades ago and yet it is shockingly relevant today. The story of the 1921 Tulsa race massacre was hidden for generations, but as of last year, forensic experts began searching for the mass graves of Black Tulsa citizens who were killed by white mobs. This film features some of the last recorded eyewitness accounts from survivors of that atrocity. Being able to pull this film out of the AMERICAN EXPERIENCE vault for rebroadcast is a special opportunity and a reminder of the unique legacy of the series.”

Even before the Civil War, African Americans — some free and some enslaved by Native Americans — were settling in the territory of Oklahoma. By the turn of the century, Black communities began to dot the landscape — more than 27 by the early 1900s. But none were as extraordinary as Greenwood in Tulsa.

When Oklahoma became a state in 1907, the all-white legislature passed laws designed to keep Blacks separate and in their place: schools, hospitals, businesses, even telephone booths were segregated. But seven years earlier, a group of Black businessmen had purchased a small piece of land in the northeastern section of Tulsa. They called it Greenwood, and as segregation grew in white Tulsa, Black businesses — and Black life — thrived there.

But no one could have foreseen what would happen on the night of May 31, 1921, after newspapers falsely reported that a Black man had attacked a white woman in an elevator. When angry whites gathered outside the courthouse where the accused was being held, Black residents came out to prevent a lynching. A scuffle broke out and shots were fired. Rioting ensued, and a white mob looted and burned Greenwood to the ground.

When the night was over, city officials put the death toll at 36; newspapers listed almost 100 deaths. But the Red Cross reported more than 300 people had been killed. More than 35 blocks of Tulsa’s Black community had burned, and over 4,000 people were left homeless. The search for remains of additional victims continues to this day.

Undaunted, the people of Greenwood refused to leave. Black citizens began to rebuild a new Greenwood from the ashes, making it stronger and more alive than ever. By 1936, businesses flourished once again on “Black Wall Street.” Although racial discrimination continued, inside Greenwood citizens supported one another in the once again vibrant community. 

Ironically, Greenwood, which fought its way back from the racial violence of the 1920s, couldn’t survive the progressive policies of integration and urban renewal of the 1960s. After the 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision outlawed segregation in public schools, integration slowly came to Tulsa. White businesses competed for Black customers, hurting the neighborhood. But the final blow came when a new expressway was built through the heart of Greenwood, cutting the community in two. Its business establishments never recovered.

“I don’t think racial segregation is a good thing,” Greenwood resident Jim Goodwin says in the film. “But the quality of our lives, in many respects, was better in the days of segregation, and the challenge today is to make it as good or better.”
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About the Filmmakers

Sam Pollard (Producer) is an accomplished feature film and television video editor and documentary producer/director. Between 1990 and 2010, Mr. Pollard edited several of Spike Lee's films: Mo' Better Blues, Jungle Fever, Girl 6, Clockers, and Bamboozled. Mr. Pollard and Mr. Lee co-produced a number of documentary productions for the small and big screen, including Four Little Girls, a feature-length documentary about the 1963 Birmingham church bombings, which was nominated for an Academy Award and When The Levees Broke, a four-part documentary that won numerous awards, including a Peabody and three Emmy Awards. Five years later, in 2010, he co-produced and supervised the edit on If God Is Willing And Da Creek Don’t Rise, the follow-up to Levees.

Since 2012, Mr. Pollard has completed as a producer/director Slavery By Another Name, a 90-minute documentary for PBS that was in competition at the Sundance Festival; August Wilson: The Ground On Which I Stand, a 90-minute documentary in 2015 for AMERICAN MASTERS; and Two Trains Runnin,’ a feature-length documentary in 2016 that premiered at the Full Frame Film Festival. Sammy Davis Jr., I’ve Gotta Be Me, for AMERICAN MASTERS, premièred at the 2017 Toronto International Film Festival. In 2019 Mr. Pollard co-directed the six-part series Why We Hate, which premiered on The Discovery Channel. He was one of the directors on the 2020 HBO Series Atlanta’s Missing and Murdered: The Lost Children. His upcoming work includes MLK/FBI, which uncovers the extent of the FBI’s surveillance and harassment of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and which opens in theaters in January 2021. Black Art in the Absence of Light, a documentary about Black visual artists, premieres on HBO in February 2021.

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 
For more than 30 years, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been television’s most-watched history series, bringing to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major broadcast award, including 30 Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards and 18 George Foster Peabody Awards. PBS’s signature history series also creates original digital content that innovates new forms of storytelling to connect our collective past with the present. Cameo George is the series executive producer. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced for PBS by GBH Boston. Visit pbs.org/americanexperience and follow us on Facebook Twitter, Instagram and YouTube to learn more. 

Major funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance, Consumer Cellular and by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Additional funding provided by the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation, The Documentary Investment Group, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers.

Press Contacts:
CaraMar Publicity
Mary Lugo		 770-623-8190 		lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		 908-244-5516		abbe.harris@caramar.net

For further information and photos visit http://www.pbs.org/pressroom
[image: ]
image1.jpeg




image10.jpeg




image2.jpeg
(i




image3.png
MAJOR FUNDING FOR AMERICAN EXPERIENCE PROVIDED BY LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE, CONSUMER CELLULAR AND BY THE ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION.
ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE ROBERT DAVID LION GARDINER FOUNDATION, THE DOCUMENTARY INVESTMENT GROUP, THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING AND PUBLIC TELEVISION VIEWERS.
AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IS PRODUCED FOR PBS BY WGBH BOSTON.
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