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ATOMIC PEOPLE Premieres Monday, August 4 

on PBS and Streaming on PBS.org and the PBS app 
 

New Documentary Features the Personal Accounts of The Last 
Survivors of the Atomic Bombs That Devastated Hiroshima and 

Nagasaki 80 Years Ago This August 

 
 

ARLINGTON, VA; July 8, 2025 – As the world 
marks the 80th anniversary of the first and only 
atomic bombs used in warfare, the critically-
acclaimed ATOMIC PEOPLE provides a powerful 
historical record, capturing the firsthand testimony 
of the last Japanese survivors of the blast. 
ATOMIC PEOPLE premieres Monday, August 4, 
2025, 10:00-11:30 p.m. (check local listings) on 
PBS, PBS.org and the PBS app.    
 
The decision by the United States to drop atomic 
bombs on two Japanese cities —  Hiroshima, on 
August 6th, 1945, and Nagasaki three days later 

— was one of the most momentous and destructive in world history. The bomb known 
as “Little Boy” that decimated Hiroshima was 2,000 times more powerful than any bomb 
before, instantly killing approximately 80,000 of the city’s 350,000 residents. By the end 
of the year, the death toll would rise to 140,000 as initial survivors succumbed to 
illnesses connected to radiation exposure. In Nagasaki, where approximately 40,000 
were killed instantly, the number would rise to 74,000 by the end of the year. 
 
Now, 80 years later, ATOMIC PEOPLE presents the testimony of some of the last 
“Hibakusha” — the Japanese term for survivors of the two atomic bombs — before their 
voices are lost forever. With an average age of 85, the Hibakusha were children when 
the bombs were dropped. Combining their devastating personal recollections with 
archival footage, ATOMIC PEOPLE is an invaluable record of the only people left on 
Earth to have survived a nuclear bomb and a moving account of how their experiences 
shaped the rest of their lives. 
 
Winner of the 2025 BAFTA Award for the Best Specialist Factual Programme, ATOMIC 
PEOPLE has been praised as “incredible” (The Sun) “deeply moving” (The Guardian), 
“90 minutes of quiet heartbreak” (The Irish Independent), and “an excellent 
documentary all the more powerful for its sober understatedness” (The Times).  
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ATOMIC PEOPLE will stream simultaneously with broadcast and be available on all 
station-branded PBS platforms, including PBS.org and the PBS app, available on iOS, 
Android, Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android TV, Samsung Smart TV, 
Chromecast and VIZIO. 
 
ATOMIC PEOPLE, produced by Minnow Films, is filmed and co-directed by Benedict 
Sanderson. It is produced and co-directed by Megumi Inman. The executive producer is 
Morgan Matthews and Mitsu Hagiwara is the U.S. producer. The film is edited by Otto 
Burnham. Emma Loach is the commissioning editor for the BBC. Banijay Rights 
handles international distribution. 
 
 
About PBS  
PBS, with more than 330 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to 
explore new ideas and new worlds through television and digital content. Each month, 
PBS reaches over 36 million adults on linear primetime television, more than 16 million 
users on PBS-owned streaming platforms, 53 million viewers on YouTube, and 60 
million people view PBS content on social media, inviting them to experience the worlds 
of science, history, nature, and public affairs and to take front-row seats to world-class 
drama and performances. PBS’s broad array of programs has been consistently 
honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from 
pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS LearningMedia for digital content and services 
that help bring classroom lessons to life. As the number one educational media brand, 
PBS KIDS helps children 2-8 build critical skills, enabling them to find success in school 
and life. Delivered through member stations, PBS KIDS offers high-quality content on 
TV — including a PBS KIDS channel — and streaming free on pbskids.org and the 
PBS KIDS Video app, games on the PBS KIDS Games app, and in communities across 
America. More information about PBS is available at PBS.org, one of the leading dot-
org websites on the internet, Facebook, Instagram, or through our apps for mobile and 
connected devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available 
at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS Communications on X.  
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CONTACTS:  
 
Atiya Frederick, PBS, anfrederick@pbs.org  
Becky Scullin, PBS, brscullin@pbs.org 
 
Cara White / Mary Lugo, CaraMar, Inc. 
cara.white@mac.com; lugo@negia.net 
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For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit 
PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom. 
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