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Hitler’s Fortress and Advanced War Technology
Examined This Spring in NAZI MEGA WEAPONS on PBS
	 		
– Three One-Hour Specials Detail Engineering Secrets of World War II Megastructures –
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ARLINGTON, VA; March 25, 2014 – In their quest for world domination, the Nazis built some of the biggest and deadliest pieces of military hardware and malevolent technology in history. This spring, PBS airs three new episodes of NAZI MEGA WEAPONS, the series that recounts Germany’s engagement in World War II from a unique perspective: uncovering the engineering secrets of iconic megastructures; telling stories of the engineers who designed them; and revealing how these structures changed warfare forever.  Episodes air Wednesdays, April 30-May 14, 2014, 10:00-11:00 p.m. ET on PBS. 

With rarely seen historic footage, recreations of milestone moments and interviews with history, engineering and military strategy experts, NAZI MEGA WEAPONS recounts the strategic triumphs and wartime blunders of the Third Reich.  

“Although this technology was built for nefarious purposes, the science and engineering involved remains astonishing even today,” said Simon Young, Executive Producer, Darlow Smithson Productions. “The Third Reich went to extraordinary lengths to realize its ill-fated dream of world domination. After its defeat, the structures left behind are still something to marvel at, purely in terms of scientific innovation.” 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Hitler’s megalomania led him to demand construction of the largest tank the world had ever seen — a mobile fortress weighing 180 tons. “Supertanks” shows how even this colossus couldn’t satisfy Hitler’s thirst for enormous weapons; he further commissioned a land battleship weighing 1,000 tons. This episode portrays the Nazi engineers tasked with fulfilling a crazy dream, and the arms race that resulted in the Third Reich’s evolution of super-guns and tanks. Wednesday, April 30, 10:00-11:00pm ET
 
“Jet Fighter Me262” explores World War II’s most technologically advanced airplane — the Messerschmitt Me262.  Revealing the remarkable tale of an awe-inspiring aircraft, this episode uncovers the subterranean bat-cave where the plane was built and the battle for air supremacy that decided the fate of the war. Wednesday, May 7, 10:00-11:00pm ET
 
The episode “Fortress Berlin” recounts Hitler’s final days during Germany’s capital city lockdown. In April 1945, Hitler took refuge in Berlin’s center, 10 meters underground, surrounded by concrete walls four meters thick, safe from Allied attacks.  Russians armies advancing on the ground and lined up on the Oder River encountered rings of ingenious defenses: kill zones and military strong-points that made the city virtually impenetrable. Wednesday, May 14, 10:00-11:00pm ET

NAZI MEGA WEAPONS is part of a series of new and encore programs from PBS airing this spring that will focus on unique aspects of World War II. NOVA, will premiere “Escape from Nazi Alcatraz,” May 14, 9:00-10:00pm ET and rebroadcast “Bombing Hitler’s Dams,” May 21, 9:00-11:00pm ET.  On May 20, at 9:00pm ET, PBS will premiere ESCAPE FROM A NAZI CAMP, which explores the most successful prison revolt of the war. NOVA will conclude special programming with a premiere of “D-Day’s Sunken Secrets”, May 28 from 9:00-11:00pm ET.

The first three episodes of NAZI MEGA WEAPONS can be viewed at PBS.org. The full series is available on DVD from PBS Distribution: ShopPBS.org; 800-PLAY-PBS, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

About Darlow Smithson Productions
Darlow Smithson Productions (DSP) is one of the world’s leading television production companies. The company has achieved global industry recognition for its groundbreaking drama-docs and documentaries. From its base in London, DSP produces more than 100 hours of high-quality programming every year for most of the world’s leading broadcasters. Darlow Smithson Productions have been the proud recipients of more than 30 industry awards, including Baftas, Emmys and Royal Television Society Awards. Recent specials have included the critically- acclaimed and Emmy-nominated CURIOSITY: DID GOD CREATE THE UNIVERSE? and the Emmy-nominated docudrama 9/11: HEROES OF THE 88TH FLOOR. DSP is also setting new benchmarks in the fast-growing arena of fact-based drama with forthcoming series for both UK and International broadcasters. Above all, Darlow Smithson Productions prides itself on combining rigorous accuracy and powerful story-telling to lead the field in factual television.

About PBS
PBS, with its over 350 member stations, offers all Americans the opportunity to explore new ideas and new worlds through television and online content. Each month, PBS reaches nearly 120 million people through television and over 29 million people online, inviting them to experience the worlds of science, history, nature and public affairs; to hear diverse viewpoints; and to take front row seats to world-class drama and performances. PBS’ broad array of programs has been consistently honored by the industry’s most coveted award competitions. Teachers of children from pre-K through 12th grade turn to PBS for digital content and services that help bring classroom lessons to life. PBS’ premier children’s TV programming and its website, pbskids.org, are parents’ and teachers’ most trusted partners in inspiring and nurturing curiosity and love of learning in children. More information about PBS is available at www.pbs.org, one of the leading dot-org websites on the Internet, or by following PBS on Twitter, Facebook or through our apps for mobile devices. Specific program information and updates for press are available at pbs.org/pressroom or by following PBS PressRoom on Twitter.

– PBS –
CONTACTS:
John Michael Kennedy / Chelsey Saatkamp, Goodman Media International: 212-576-2700; PBSProgramming@goodmanmedia.com 

Nicole Wells Foster, PBS: 703-739- 5351; Njwells@pbs.org 

For images and additional up-to-date information on this and other PBS programs, visit PBS PressRoom at pbs.org/pressroom.
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