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Emilio & Gloria Estefan: The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song
Premieres Friday, May 3, 2019 on PBS
Emilio and Gloria Estefan, Gershwin Prize Honorees, are musical auteurs, creating a unique sound of Latin rhythms that transcends cultural boundaries, parlaying their creative genius into entrepreneurship and community activism, and propelling the careers of many of today’s Latino artists to stardom. During their more than 30-year career, they have built a musical empire and made listening to Cuban-infused music one of America’s favorite pastimes. Married since 1978, the Cuban-American Estefans started their extraordinary rise to global fame in 1985 with Miami Sound Machine, creating a unique sound that blended Latin and pop rhythms. Many of their iconic hits reflected the perfect marriage of creative lyrics, high-octane rhythms and spirited vocals. In March 2018, the song “Rhythm Is Gonna Get You” was named to the National Recording Registry, an exclusive group of sound recordings selected for preservation because of their cultural, historic or aesthetic importance to the nation’s audio heritage. The Estefans have both been named BMI’s “Songwriter of the Year” and have garnered 26 Grammy Awards between them. Their life story and music were showcased in the Tony Award-nominated Broadway musical “On Your Feet!,” which they executive produced. In addition to their musical talents, they are also successful entrepreneurs, philanthropists and humanitarians. The Estefans have received numerous awards, including the Ellis Island Medal of Honor and the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s highest civilian honor.

Gloria Estefan is one of the most successful crossover artists in Latin music history. She is a seven-time Grammy Award-winning singer, songwriter, actress and author of two New York Times best-selling children’s books. She has sold more than 100 million records worldwide and achieved 38 #1 hits across the Billboard charts. Her many achievements are a testament to her popularity: an Academy Award-nominated recording, “Music of My Heart;” a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame; Spain’s Gold Medal of Merit in the Fine Arts; and a National Artistic Achievement Award from the U.S. Congress, among others. She is scheduled to release a new album the first quarter of 2019.
Emilio Estefan is a 19-time Grammy Award winner and musician, songwriter, record and television producer, best-selling author, filmmaker, and cultural ambassador. He has shaped and directed the careers of many musical talents, including Shakira, Ricky Martin, Marc Anthony, Jon Secada and Jennifer López. He was one of the founding leaders of the Latin Grammy Awards, inducted into the Latin Songwriters Hall of Fame and named the first “Person of the Year” by the Latin Academy of Recording Arts & Sciences. Estefan was honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, and the Songwriters Hall of Fame presented him with its lifetime achievement award. He was selected as the second vice chair to the Commission for the National Museum of the American Latino by President Barack Obama. President George W. Bush also appointed him as a member of the President’s Committee of the Arts and Humanities. 

Tim Swift, Producer, is the founder and CEO of Bounce, a full-service event and television production company. For over 30 years, Tim has successfully produced both live and televised events in venues ranging from Dodger Stadium and Royal Albert Hall to Carnegie Hall and the White House. An Emmy Award winner, he has also produced many PBS specials, including The Library of Congress Gershwin Prize for Popular Song and the annual The National Christmas Tree Lighting, and multiple episodes of the highly acclaimed PBS series In Performance at the White House. Tim is the long-standing producer of the Grammy Foundation’s MusiCares Person of the YEAR and is known throughout the music industry for creating unique, unforgettable and truly once-in-a-lifetime musical collaborations. The roster of A-list artists he has worked with includes Sir Paul McCartney, Sir Elton John, Tony Bennett, Aretha Franklin, Lady Gaga, Dolly Parton, Sting, Tom Hanks, Reese Witherspoon and Miss Piggy. Tim’s relationship with the Estefans began in 1994 when Gloria was honored with MusiCares’ Person of the Year. Since then, they have collaborated on many television projects, including Gloria’s last PBS special, Standards.
