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AMERICAN EXPERIENCE “McCarthy”
 Premieres Monday, January 6, 2020 on PBS

A Fresh Look at the Rise and Fall of the Notorious Senator Who Led 
a Communist Witch Hunt in Cold War America

(Boston, MA) — “McCarthy,” a new two-hour documentary chronicling the remarkable rise and precipitous fall of Joseph McCarthy, the Wisconsin senator whose zealous anti-communist crusade would test the limits of American decency and democracy,  premieres Monday, January 6, 2020, 9:00-11:00 p.m. ET (check local listings) on AMERICAN EXPERIENCE on  PBS, PBS.org and the PBS Video App.  Based in part on David M. Oshinsky’s book A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy, the film is written, directed and produced by Sharon Grimberg and executive produced by Mark Samels. [image: ]


Joseph McCarthy took office after a stunning victory in an election no one thought he could win. After serving four lackluster years in Congress, he took center stage by declaring that there was a vast conspiracy threatening America — emanating not from a rival superpower, but from within. Free of restraint or oversight, he conducted a crusade against those he accused of being Communists and enemies of the state, a chilling campaign marked by groundless accusations, bullying intimidation, grandiose showmanship and cruel victimization. With lawyer Roy Cohn at his side, he belittled critics, spinning a web of lies and distortions while spreading fear and confusion.

“More than 60 years after the Red Scare, ‘McCarthy’ gives us an in-depth look at both the man and the movement he created,” said AMERICAN EXPERIENCE senior producer Susan Bellows. “The film is also a cautionary tale of what can happen to democracy when politicians use fearmongering as a tool for political gain.”

Many of those subjected to McCarthy’s fierce interrogations, conducted in closed-door sessions and public hearings, lost their reputations and their livelihoods. When critics arose, he belittled them, spinning an ever-increasing web of lies and distortions to distract attention, while spreading fear and confusion. Finally, after years in the headlines, he was brought down by his own excesses and overreach. Not long afterward, he died a broken man. But his name lived on. For more than half a century, it has been linked to an all-too-familiar phenomenon, the modern-day witch hunt we call McCarthyism.
 
“McCarthy” focuses on the years 1950-54, when the little-known junior senator from Wisconsin swiftly rose to international prominence. Drawing on transcripts of the executive sessions of the Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations, “McCarthy” is set against the backdrop of an intensifying Cold War between the Soviet Union and the United States, as anticommunist fervor swept across America. Also featured are the testimonies of witnesses who provide first-hand accounts of McCarthy and his era including relatives, contemporaries and those who were interrogated as part of McCarthy’s brutal campaigns. 

“McCarthy became a demagogue by preying on people’s fears and turning Americans against each other,” said filmmaker Sharon Grimberg. “It’s a story about the fragility of democracy and how someone in power can pervert democracy. And it’s about being willing to challenge a bully and stand up for our sense of decency as Americans.”

About the Participants

Jelani Cobb is Professor of Journalism at Columbia University, an author, and staff writer at The New Yorker.

Thomas Doherty is Professor of American Studies at Brandeis University and author of Show Trial: Hollywood, HUAC, and the Birth of the Blacklist.

Beverly Gage is Professor of History and American Studies at Yale University and author of the forthcoming G-Man: J. Edgar Hoover and the American Century.

Leon Kamin (deceased) was subpoenaed by McCarthy’s committee in 1954.

David Lattimore is the son of Owen Lattimore, a State Department advisor who was accused by McCarthy of being a Soviet spy.

Timothy Naftali is Professor of History and Public Service at New York University and author of Khrushchev’s Cold War: The Inside Story of an American Adversary (with Aleksander Fursenko).

“Dolly” H. Plesser is a cousin of McCarthy.

David Oshinsky is Professor of History at New York University and author of A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe McCarthy.

Donald A. Richie is Historian Emeritus of the United States Senate.

Ellen Schrecker is Professor of History, Emerita, Yeshiva University and the author of several books on McCarthyism.

Alvin A. Spivak was an International News Service reporter who covered McCarthy.

Cody Splitt is a retired attorney from Wisconsin who met McCarthy during his 1946 Senate campaign.

Sam Tanenhaus is U.S. writer-at-large, Prospect and author of Whittaker Chambers: A Biography.




About the Filmmakers
A Winter Pink Films production for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE
	Written, Produced, and Directed by
	SHARON GRIMBERG

	Edited by
	JON NEUBURGER

	Original Music by
	GARY LIONELLI

	Based in Part on the Book
	A CONSPIRACY SO IMMENSE: THE WORLD OF JOE MCCARTHY BY DAVID OSHINSKY

	Co-Producers
	JEN HICKEY
MELISSA MARTIN POLLARD

	Associate Producers
	HEATHER MERRILL
STEPHANIE MILLS

	Cinematography
	JASON LONGO
JOHN BAYNARD



AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is a production of WGBH Boston
	Senior Producer
	SUSAN BELLOWS

	Executive Producer
	MARK SAMELS




Sharon Grimberg (Writer, Producer, Director) has more than 20 years of experience working for public television. Her latest project, “The Circus,” aired on PBS in October 2018. The Wall Street Journal named the mini-series one of the best TV programs of 2018. Grimberg was nominated for a Writers Guild Award for the script. Grimberg was the executive producer of the three-part series “The Abolitionists,” which was nominated for a Primetime Emmy and a Writers Guild Award. She was executive producer of the multi-platform mini-series We Shall Remain and a producer/writer on the first episode, “After the Mayflower.” 
As senior producer of AMERICAN EXPERIENCE for more than a decade, Grimberg played a key role in the origination, development, acquisition and editorial oversight of more than 130 films for the series. Grimberg served as the supervising producer of They Made America, a series on innovation based on award-winning writer Sir Harold Evans’s book of the same title. From 1992-1995 Grimberg worked as a writer and associate producer for CNN Headline News.  

Mark Samels (Executive Producer) conceives, commissions and oversees all films for the PBS flagship history series AMERICAN EXPERIENCE. Samels has overseen more than 130 films, expanding both the breadth of subjects and the filmmaking style embraced by the series, allowing for more contemporary topics and witness-driven storytelling. Beginning his career as an independent documentary filmmaker, he held production executive positions at public television stations in West Virginia and Pennsylvania before joining WGBH. Samels is a founding member of the International Documentary Association and has served as a governor of the Academy of Television Arts & Sciences. A graduate of the University of Wisconsin, Samels holds honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees from Emerson College and Elizabethtown College. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Susan Bellows (Senior Producer) is an award-winning producer and writer with more than 20 years of experience producing national programs for public television. Bellows most recently served as the writer, director and producer for “The Bombing of Wall Street,” which premiered on AMERICAN EXPERIENCE in February 2018. She was also the producer and director on the four-hour JFK, which premiered in 2013. Since joining the series in 2003, she has provided editorial support and guidance to its broadcast and digital media work. Previously, Bellows served as senior producer for the Peabody and Emmy Award-winning series Africans in America. Her other producing credits include films for The Great Depression, for which she received an Emmy nomination, and America’s War On Poverty, both productions of Blackside, Inc. Bellows also co-produced New Worlds, New Forms for the WNET-produced series Dancing, an eight-hour landmark series on dance forms around the world. 

About AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 
For over 30 years, AMERICAN EXPERIENCE has been television’s most-watched history series. Hailed as “peerless” (The Wall Street Journal), “the most consistently enriching program on television” (Chicago Tribune), and “a beacon of intelligence and purpose” (Houston Chronicle), the series brings to life the incredible characters and epic stories that have shaped America’s past and present. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE documentaries have been honored with every major broadcast award, including 30 Emmy Awards, four duPont-Columbia Awards, and 17 George Foster Peabody Awards; the series received an Academy Award® nomination for Best Documentary Feature in 2015 for Last Days in Vietnam. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE also creates original digital content that uses new forms of storytelling to connect our collective past with the present. Visit pbs.org/americanexperience and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and YouTube to learn more. 

Major funding for AMERICAN EXPERIENCE provided by Liberty Mutual Insurance, Consumer Cellular and by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation. Additional funding provided by the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation, The Documentary Investment Group: Rick and Nonnie Burnes, Janet Traeger Salz Charitable Trust, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting and public television viewers. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE is produced for PBS by WGBH Boston.

###

CONTACTS:

CaraMar Publicity
Mary Lugo		 770-623-8190 	lugo@negia.net
Cara White		 843-881-1480		cara.white@mac.com
Abbe Harris		 908-244-5516		abbe.harris@caramar.net


For further information and photos visit http://www.pbs.org/pressroom.
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MAJOR FUNDING FOR AMERICAN EXPERIENCE PROVIDED BY LIBERTY MUTUAL INSURANCE, CONSUMER CELLULAR AND BY THE ALFRED P. SLOAN FOUNDATION.
ADDITIONAL FUNDING PROVIDED BY THE ROBERT DAVID LION GARDINER FOUNDATION, THE DOCUMENTARY INVESTMENT GROUP: RICK AND NONNIE BURNES, JANET TRAEGER SALZ CHARITABLE TRUST;
THE CORPORATION FOR PUBLIC BROADCASTING AND PUBLIC TELEVISION VIEWERS. AMERICAN EXPERIENCE IS PRODUCED FOR PBS BY WGBH BOSTON.
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